








The Voice’s Tae Lewis performs in Rockwall to aid Panhandle after historic wildfires
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But during a brief intermission, Wells asked the crowd to join him for a “more serious and somber turn in
the night,” and began by asking those who have volunteered to deliver donations to join him at the front of
stage. A handful stood, met by a standing ovation.

“These people right here have taken truckload after truckload to go help these people who would be here
helping us right now if it was us in this situation,” he said. “That’s the message that needs to go out across
this nation, that my neighbor is more important than I am.”

Among those who stood were Jeremy Russell and Teri Roundtree of Wolfe City. Russell and Roundtree
drove 65 tons of feed to the Panhandle last week, working for 36 hours straight.

“It took us about eight hours just to get out there, and the morale was a whole lot different than a regular
road trip because we were amped up and excited to help these people,” Russell said. “Seeing up close how
much they need it, it makes you want to do more.”

Roundtree said they are already planning to make another trip next month.

“I’ve helped out after tornadoes and hurricanes, but this experience was especially humbling,” Roundtree 
said. “It feels like we’ve got this extended family now and we’re not going to leave them when they need us 
most.”

Lee Wells addresses the crowd during a benefit concert at Sideways BBQ on Monday, March 18, 2024, in Rockwall. Wells, a Greenville rancher
who is coordinating donations of feed and hay to those hit hardest by the historic Panhandle wildfires, organized the concert by Tae Lewis, a
current contestant on The Voice. (Smiley N. Pool / Staff Photographer)

Lewis then finished his set with Miley Cyrus’ “The Climb,” his own “Summer of ‘21” and a message of
praise for Wells.
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“I’m so grateful I came out here because Lee, you are doing an amazing job,” Lewis said.

“This has never been one of things I ever thought I would do,” Wells said, returning to the stage to close
out the concert. “Sometimes, you just have to say ‘yes’ and be a part of it.

“That’s what I’ve done and that’s what you’ve done and now look what we’ve done together.”

Donations and contacts can be made through Lee Wells’ website, www.leewellsofficial.com.




